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• Significant MSM community in Barcelona  
 

• High HIV prevalence and incidence in MSM 
 

• High Community Viral Load 
 

• The important role of acute HIV infections 
 

• Group traditionally oppressed and marginalized 
 

• Denial of sex education 
 

• Lack of adequate health care 
 

• Early detection of HIV (individual & collective impact) 
 

• Peer counseling for MSM 

Background 



Treatment Cascade 



• Hispanosida established in 2004  the 

20th of October as the National HIV 

Testing Day in Spain 
 

• BCN Checkpoint was created in 2006 

by Hispanosida 
 

• BCN Checkpoint introduced the use of 

HIV rapid tests in Community Based 

Centres for the first time in Spain 

 

• BCN Checkpoint started to promote 

regular testing for MSM  

History 





Services 

 

• HIV and Syphilis rapid testing 
 

• Peer counseling 
 

• Referral to Public Health Centres (HIV hospital units or STI Clinics) 
 

• Hepatitis A and B vaccination 
 

• Complete STIs screening for MSM (higher risk within a study: HIV, 

syphilis, chlamydia, gonorrhea, HAV, HBV, HCV, HPV, anal cytology) 



Methods 

HIV Negative: 

• Counseling for risk perception and reduction 

• Education to avoid discriminatory attitudes towards HIV positive men 

within the MSM community 

• Invitation to repeat the test at least every 12 months (and whenever 

necessary) 

 

HIV Positive: 

• Western Blot test (confirmatory) 

• Immediate emotional support 

• Linkage to care  

 

 

 



Methods 

Linkage to care: 

 

• Medical appointment in an HIV unit 

 

• Catalan Health Insurance Card to be able to access the Public Health 

System; Legal support for obtaining residence in Spain 

 

• Post-test peer counseling for further emotional support and treatment issues 
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Results 

  2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 

  1. Number of tests 1.098 1.272 2.483 3.453 3.962 5.051 

  2. Persons tested 951 1.162 2.197 2.896 3.198 4.049 

  3. HIV positive 37 72 113 126 132 138 

  4. % HIV positive 3,9% 6,2% 5,1% 4,4% 4,1% 3,4% 

  5. Persons at first visit BCN Checkpoint 850 957 1.583 1.722 1.689 1.717 

  6. HIV positive at first visit 36 53 91 100 90 92 

  7. % HIV positive at first visit 4,2% 5,5% 5,7% 5,8% 5,3% 5,4% 



Impact of BCN Checkpoint 
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  2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 

  1. Number of tests 1.098 1.272 2.483 3.453 3.962 5.051 

  2. Persons tested 951 1.162 2.197 2.896 3.198 4.049 

  3. HIV positive 37 72 113 126 132 138 

  8. Total HIV cases in MSM reported in    
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319 300 280 360 374 N/A 
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Impact of BCN Checkpoint 

  2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 

  1. Number of tests 1.098 1.272 2.483 3.453 3.962 5.051 

  2. Persons tested 951 1.162 2.197 2.896 3.198 4.049 

  3. HIV positive 37 72 113 126 132 138 

  8. Total HIV cases in MSM reported in    
Catalonia 

319 300 280 360 374 N/A 

  9. % of cases detected in BCN Checkpoint 11,6% 24,0% 40,4% 35,0% 35,3% N/A 
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HIV infection 2009-2011 

 Year 
HIV +  

cases 

Cases with  

known previous  

negative test 

Negative test  

< 1,5 year 
Prevalence 

2009 113 96 63 65,6% 

2010 126 106 59 55,7% 

2011 132 125 81 64,8% 

2012 138 130 81 62,3% 

Total 509 457 284 62,1% 

Results – Early / Late detection 



Treatment Cascade 



517 persons 

 HIV reactive tests 

495 persons 

HIV reactive tests 

448 persons 

linked to care 

47 persons 

non-linked 

18 persons returned 

to country of origin 

17 persons 

self-linked to care 

  8 false positives 

14 previously HIV positive 

Australia, Colombia, Germany, Italy, 

Mexico, Norway, Portugal, Spain, 

Switzerland, Thailand, United Kingdom 

Linkage to HIV Unit (2009-2012) 

90,5% 

3,7% 3,4% 2,4% 

12 persons  

lost 



Linkage to HIV unit (2011-2012) 

Time from detection to linkage % 

≤ 7 days 32 % 

8 – 14 days 20 % 

15 – 21 days 17 % 

22 – 28 days 16 % 

≥ 29 days 15 % 

Total: 226 cases 100% 

Linkage to care of 85 % in less than 4 weeks 



Treatment Cascade 



Treatment information and education 

INFOTRAT 

 

 

• Individual treatment counseling 

 

 

• “Positive Encounters” 

 

 

• Annual Seminar for PLWHIV 



Community Research 

 

 

 

• First and only HIV negative 

MSM cohort in Spain 

 

 
 

• The Check-ear Study 

(commitment with the HIV 

vaccine research) 



N= 3.228; persons-years of follow-up: 914,57; median time of follow-up: 13 months  

(27 seroconverters) 

Overall 

Acummulated HIV Incidence global and by origin (100 person-year of 

follow-up)
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HIV incidence rate: 3.4 x 100 person-years 



268 individuals were recruited 

between12/2010 and 08/2012 

44 lost of follow up. 

 

10 acute HIV infections were detected 

 

Prevalence of STI at baseline visit: 

Syphilis: 8,2%,  

 

Chlamydia trachomatis in penis 3%, in 

rectum 6,1% 

 

Neisseria gonorrhoeae in penis 1,9%, in 

rectum 5%,  

 

HPV in anus 65,6%, in mouth 3,7%.  

 

Cytological abnormalities were detected in 

42% of individuals.  

 

No acute hepatitis diagnosed.  



Increased HIV incidence in men who have sex with 

men despite high levels of ART use 

www.bcncheckpoint.com 

Phillips AN, Cambiano V, Nakagawa F, Brown AE, et al. (2013) Increased HIV Incidence in Men Who Have Sex with Men Despite High 

Levels of ART-Induced Viral Suppression: Analysis of an Extensively Documented Epidemic. PLoS ONE 8(2): e55312. doi:10.1371 

Much more frequent HIV testing and better penetration of regular testing of all MSM 

is likely to have significant benefits for HIV incidence 
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